Malignant cutaneous tumors in children. Twenty years of experience at a large pediatric hospital.
The frequency of different malignant cutaneous tumors (MCTs), primary and metastatic, in children is not known. We reviewed all MCTs, primary and metastatic, seen during a 20-year period in a large general pediatric hospital. Fifty-three MCTs, 36 primary and 17 metastatic, were diagnosed in 36,207 pediatric dermatology patients. The incidence was 1.4 per 1000 patients. The relative frequency of occurrence of the different tumors was as follows: rhabdomyosarcoma, 25%; lymphomas, 19%; basal cell carcinoma, 13%; leukemia, 13%; neuroblastoma, 10%; malignant melanoma, 6%; squamous cell carcinoma, 6%; unclassified sarcomas, 4%; epithelioid schwannoma, 2%; ependymoma, 2%. The mean follow-up was 3 years; 48% died, 27% were lost to follow-up, and 25% are under control. We conclude that primary and metastatic MCTs in children are rare. Their types differ from MCTs in an older age population. MCTs in children are associated with a high mortality rate, often related to late recognition.